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Community Collaborations

As we enter the second year of our Destination 2020 strategic
plan, we look for additional opportunities to collaborate with
area stakeholders, local businesses and events to further tell our
story.
Building on the success of the inaugural Tourism Summit held
in August 2016, we once again invited area
attractions, businesses and stakeholders
to join us for another exciting summit. Held
August 15 at the City Center, the event
brought in keynote speaker, Carrie Lannon,
a Chicago-based PR strategist, to discuss
Business Branding for Impact. Lannon, who
has years of experience working with brands
such as Ulta, Tiffany & Co., and W Hotels,
spoke on the importance of living your brand.

Following the keynote session, the summit
featured two panels. The first panel, “Culture—Let’s
Talk About It,” featured Erin Schiller, University of
Illinois International Student & Scholar Services;
Jasmine Routon, UP Center of Champaign County;
Will Kyles, Champaign County Black Chamber
of Commerce; and John Choi, Spicy Tribe. This
informative panel discussed best practices in
marketing and serving diverse cultures, from our
large international population to LGBTQ markets to
people of color. The second panel, “The Impact
of the Arts,” featured Kelly White, 40 North | 88
West; Luke Boyce, Shatterglass Films; Bridget LeeCalfas, Krannert Center for the Performing Arts; and Kaya Tate,
Hopscotch Bakery + Market. This group shared the importance
of arts in the community and how to incorporate arts and culture
into your business to attract new customers. This half-day event
brought a variety of individuals together to learn and collaborate
as we collectively work to serve our Outside of Ordinary Brand.
Beyond education, we look to partner with area businesses
and events for promotional opportunities to broaden our reach.
In that spirit, Visit Champaign County partnered with Krannert
Center for the Performing Arts on the biannual ELLNORA | The
Guitar Festival. To generate awareness in the community, we
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worked with KCPA and local businesses to place artist-decorated
guitars on display. Dozens of guitars made their way into coffee
shops, bookstores, restaurants and more to showcase the
artistry while also promoting the event. Additionally, we created
a discount program similar to the Wooden Nickel program
instituted during the Christie Clinic Illinois
Marathon. Twenty businesses participated in
the “Guitar Pick” promo offering discounts to
ELLNORA guests who brought in a branded
guitar pick. This new collaboration boosted
the economic impact of the event, creating
buzz in the community and driving visitors
into local businesses during the festival.
With events driving hotel stays, we recognize
the importance of promoting events 50
miles outside of Champaign County. With
PYGMALION continuing to evolve with more
offerings, we partnered with the event to promote
it to college students in Bloomington-Normal at
Illinois State University as well as students at Purdue
University in West Lafayette. Additional support of
PR efforts landed PYGMALION as a top fall festival
in Time Out USA, which engages 18–34 year olds
looking for entertainment and events.
Another new effort with Fighting Illini Athletics
seeks to educate Football and Basketball fans on the
many things to see in do in the greater Champaign
County area surrounding home games. With many
fans coming in from out of town for games, there is great
opportunity to get fans into local businesses to further increase
economic impact on game weekends. Blog posts highlighting
events and attractions are shared through Athletics Facebook
page, with over 124,000 followers, driving traffic to our website
to learn more about what to do before and after the game.
As we continue to focus on destination management, we will
continue to explore opportunities that enhance the region
through education, partnership and collaboration.

NOTE FROM OUR CEO
Even with continued warm
weather, I absolutely love
this time of year, enjoying
fall foliage (somewhat so far)
and our outside of ordinary
university community in full
swing.
This first quarter of FY18 has been awesome, even
if busier than usual. Where to start? Celebrating
Champaign-Urbana as the Greatest Midwest Food
Town? Check. Taking the VCC team to Dubuque, IA
to participate in the UMCVB (Upper Midwest CVB)
Conference for the first time? Check. Co-emceeing with
my dad, Jim Turpin, the opening of the Kickapoo Rail
Trail? Check. Facilitating a fantastic Board FAM Tour to
Monticello? Check. Experiencing the synergy among
Tourism Summit participants with dynamo keynote
speaker, Carrie Lannon? Check. Traveling to Montreal
for a great Destinations International (DI) Annual
Convention? Check. I could go on.

Board FAM Tour

Every year the Visit Champaign County Board of Directors
takes a half-day to explore one of the areas within our
geographical district. This year, we visited the charming
City of Monticello beginning with a board meeting and light
breakfast served at the Zybell House. From there, we toured
businesses such as: Prairie Fire Glass, Steeple Gallery
Coffee House, Out of the Blue Pottery, and the Monticello
Mercantile. Also, we toured the Monticello Railway Museum
with a ride in an authentic train car, including ticket punching
conductors! We ended the day with a tour and lunch at
Monarch Brewing Company. These FAM (familiarization)
tours are essential to giving our board members, who serve
as tourism ambassadors, authentic experiences to best
promote the cities within our region.

And Illinois passed a state budget. We are truly
appreciative of FY18 tourism grants through the Illinois
Office of Tourism, and this second year of the “new”
federal grant process seems easier than last year, thank
goodness!

40 North Update—Friday Night Live

Summer in downtown Champaign comes to life on Friday
nights from June–August as 40 North hosts Friday Night Live.
For 13 weeks, local musicians and performers took to the
streets to entertain visitors and patrons at local businesses.
This year, a permanent fourth location was added to the mix
in front of Exile on Main at the old train station. Thousands
enjoyed the music and kids
activities that contribute to the
vibrancy of the community as a
destination.

To complement state funding, we continue to actively
advocate for local funding with our strategic, regional
and hotel partners, and build our local private and
media support through the new Visit Champaign County
Foundation for community initiatives, such as the
regional film office (housed through VCC), event bid
incentives, destination development projects, and more.
To round out the busy first quarter, we hosted our
annual IHSA Appreciation Tailgate (great job Ryan!), and
I enjoyed facilitating different aspects of the UI Sapora
Symposium for RST (Recreation, Sport & Tourism)
students, including the 2nd Annual Professional
Connect “speed networking” event – thanks to many
local and statewide colleagues who participated!
A major shout out to the VCC team for continuing to
embrace our new home at 17 E. Taylor, which we give
tours (and directions to) almost daily. While being here
just 3 months, it already feels we’ve been a part of this
awesome neighborhood much longer.
Thank you to our destination management partners
and hospitality industry job force who support
VCC efforts and we look forward to your continued
involvement. It takes a unified effort to invest in a
destination’s economic growth and community wellbeing. We are making good progress!
Jayne DeLuce
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VISITOR INQUIRIES
1st QTR
Web, Mail, Email

107

Phone

403

Welcome Center
TICs & Local Bus.*
Grand Total

78
17,012
17,600

We collect data on how many information requests we receive via our various
methods of communication: web, mail, email, phone and Welcome Center walk-ins.
*TICs (Illinois Interstates, Market Place Mall, Willard Airport, Illinois Terminal) are
off-site locations where we distribute Visitors Guides. Additionally, Visit Champaign
County weekly supplies local businesses with guides. This number reflects the
combined amount of Visitors Guides distributed.

MIDWEST LIVING CELEBRATION

To commemorate Champaign-Urbana’s win as Midwest Living’s
Greatest Midwest Food Town, publisher Melissa Luebbe and her team
came to the area on September 9 for a celebration. Starting the day
at Urbana’s Market at the Square, market shoppers were treated to
pastries from Central Illinois Bakehouse, coffee from Nitro Cup, and
discounts with Cracked Food Truck and Dragon Fire Pizza. The Jazz
Collective performed with a special pop-up performance from the
Illini Swing Society. At the market, Mayor Diane Marlin and Mayor
Deb Feinen released a joint proclamation announcing ChampaignUrbana as the Greatest Midwest Food Town. The celebration then
headed to the Blind Pig Brewery for a perfect afternoon with a specialty beer, pizza from Dragon Fire, and treats from Hopscotch
Bakery, Curtis Orchard and Big Grove Tavern. Just Peachy performed for the crowd that enjoyed the perfect afternoon. Finally, the
celebration moved to Grange Grove just before the Fighting Illini football game where Curtis Orchard, Big Grove Tavern and Insomnia
gave away more food, alongside a special appearance the Urbana Sweetcorn Festival “Corny”. Throughout the day, issues of the
September/October issue featuring Champaign-Urbana were distributed, with many showing their pride for the community.

Here, There & Everywhere
HALF CENTURY OF PROGRESS

Every odd year, the Half Century of Progress takes over
the Rantoul Airport for a four-day historical celebration of
agriculture. An estimated 55,000 attendees took part in
demonstrations, parades and exhibits. Terri and Cody attended
on opening day on August 24 and produced a Facebook Live
video which was viewed nearly 2,400 times with 19 shares. The
event makes a large impact on the Rantoul area, especially with
international visitors also attending Farm Progress, where VCC
sponsored the International Hospitality Tent.

KICKAPOO RAIL TRAIL OPENING

The Champaign County Forest Preserve District opened the
long-awaited Kickapoo Rail Trail on August 25 with a celebration
in St. Joseph. Jayne served as co-emcee, alongside Jim Turpin,
for the grand opening. Hundreds celebrated the opening of the
first 6.7 miles of the multi-purpose trail, which runs from the
east side of Urbana to St. Joseph. In time, the trail will continue
east to Kickapoo State Park.

NEW FACULTY RESOURCE FAIR

Cody and Brooke welcome some of this region’s newest
residents at the Annual University of Illinois New Faculty
Resource Expo held August 22. New faculty come from places
like San Francisco, Boston, Denver, and Europe as they begin
their tenure, so it’s important to educate them on the many
things there are to do and see in the greater Champaign County
area. These new residents walk away from the table with a
stronger sense of pride and excitement than when they first
walked up.

UPPER MIDWEST CVB CONFERENCE

The Visit Champaign County team descended upon Dubuque,
Iowa, September 10–12 for two days of education and
networking with our DMO peers from around the upper
Midwest. Jayne serves on the board for the organization and
worked to bring a large Illinois contingent to the conference.
With tracks for CEOs, Sales, Marketing and Finance, the
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team each brought home various
takeaways to implement.

CU PRIDE FESTIVAL

The Visit Champaign County Team
walked alongside CU Pride Parade Grand
Marshall, Cory Jobe, Executive Director of the
Illinois Office of Tourism. We were excited
to highlight Illinois and Champaign
County as a welcoming destination for
all during this event, the largest Pride
event outside of Chicago.

ARBORETUM TOUR

The Visit Champaign County team
visited the new Sesquicentennial Garden
at the University of Illinois Arboretum,
hosted by Dr. Kevin McSweeney. In addition
to the new garden, which opens to the
public in October, Dr. McSweeney
provided an in-depth tour of the
entire Arboretum, including a section
showcasing the soil of the area
which has significant interest to the
many international groups visiting
Champaign County for AgriTours Illinois.

RST 101

Terri, Ryan and Cody spoke to the RST
101 class on September 21, providing
insight on careers in tourism. With
over 90% of the class focusing on
sports management, Ryan was a hit
with the students, discussing various
events that Visit Champaign County
works with and how sports tourism is
essential to a community.

New Visit Champaign County Signage

With our move to new space in the heart of downtown Champaign, it was apparent we needed
signage for our building that not only identified our location, but fit in with the architecture of the
area and helped us showcase the Outside of Ordinary of Champaign County. Terri worked with local
artisan, the Lumbering Behemoth to create two signs for the space including a 150-pound reclaimed
steel sign outside, and for the interior, a reclaimed wood and steel sign. Come by the new space to
check them out!

Bloomberg Mayor’s Challenge Innovation Workshop

Terri and Leah attended a full-day workshop with the City of Champaign for the Bloomberg Mayor’s
Challenge Innovation Workshop. As the cities of Champaign and Urbana are looking to submit
a proposal for the challenge, the workshop was held to generate ideas for the proposal with
participation from various individuals and organizations around the community. The workshop
provided excellent tools for identifying problems and concise tools and tips for breaking down and
addressing issues. The results of the workshop will be utilized in preparing the proposal for the 2017
challenge.

SALES & MARKETING EFFORTS
Connect Marketplace

Leah and Ryan attended Connect Marketplace in New Orleans, August 21-24—a
tradeshow that brings together planners from the specialty, sports, association and
corporate markets for four days of networking, education and business appointments.
During their time, Ryan met one-on-one with 33 sports planners, while Leah met 26
planners in the specialty market. Combined, the VCC sales team walked away with 8 RFPs
for potential events, and Ryan already hosted one site visit as a result.

Small Market Meetings

Leah attended Small Market Meetings, September 26–28 in South Bend, Indiana where
she had appointments with 23 meeting planners. This tradeshow was geared toward
planners that host meetings in Tier 3 cities comparable to Champaign County. The
show was a great investment, as she walked away with five RFPs and a number of new
contacts.

IHSA Tailgate

HOTEL/MOTEL INFORMATION
1st QTR
Occupancy Rate

66.4%

Average Daily Rate

$81.57

This data is collected and reported by STR®.

SALES NUMBERS
1st QTR
Meetings, Conventions, Sports BOOKED

19

Meetings, Conventions, Sports LEADS

42

Inbound Motorcoach & Other Leisure Groups
BOOKED

4

Total Sales Contacts (Sports, Meetings, Group)

584

Events, Groups & Leisure Serviced

19

Trade Shows/Meetings Attended

2

Important note: These sales numbers reflect business generated
by Visit Champaign County and are not representative of the entire
Champaign County community.
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The IHSA Appreciation
Tailgate provides a
networking opportunity
for the Visit Champaign
County team, board
members, hotels,
attractions and
restaurateurs to meet
and mingle with staff
from the Illinois High
School Association. This year over 25 IHSA staff members
attended at IHSA headquarters in Bloomington. Food was
provided by JT Walker’s and Project 47. Visit Champaign County
uses this opportunity to promote the greater Champaign County
area as the premier destination for high school athletics and
to thank the IHSA for their continued support for high school
football and wrestling.

Destinations International

Jayne participated in the Destinations International Annual
Convention July 11–13 in Montreal. Session highlights included
a Civitas pre-conference Funding Forum; strategic planning;
immersion of the African-American travel market; and
technology trends. Data collection and sharing was a common
theme in the majority of presentations.

AGRITOURS ILLINOIS

With Farm Progress Show hosted nearby, late summer is always busy for agriculture groups
visiting the area. This year, Champaign County hosted hundreds of International visitors who
ate, drank and stayed right here in our community. Leah and Cody worked with a group of 20
Brazilian Farmers who had the opportunity to tour attractions including the Carl Woese Institute
for Genomic Biology and Bluewaters Supercomputer. This group also enjoyed dinner at Willow
Creek Farm in Urbana. On September 28, we welcomed a group of farmers from Switzerland
for two nights— a lead received directly from IPW 2015. The group toured a number of local
agricultural attractions including the College of ACES, Bane Family Meats and Curtis Orchard.

2017–2018 VISITORS GUIDE
Fall Adventures

and vibrant colors
Fall brings cooler temperatures
but here, it brings corn
throughout the Midwest,
and more. Check out
mazes, pumpkins, apples
these top attractions this

Patch
Curtis Orchard & Pumpkin
Champaign
3902 S. Duncan Rd.,
m
217-359-5565 | curtisorchard.co
at Curtis
Escape to the country
apples,
Orchard. This farm features
store and
pumpkins, a large country
Shop for
The Flying Monkey Cafe.
items and take
specialty food and gift
and honey
home fresh apple cider
world.” Try their
voted “best tasting in the
along with great
famous donuts and pies,
October. Entertainment
meals in September and
a giant slide,
and pumpkin picking,
pony
options include apple
air cannons, petting zoo,
Open:
giant jump pad, corn maze,
apples and pumpkins.
rides and more. Pick-your-own
and activity
See website for hours
July 20–December 20.

MADE

availability.

in Champaign
County
Rachel Coventry, Curtis Orchard

& Pumpkin Patch

Curtis Orchard
farm and popular attraction
Growing up on the centennial
to founders Paul and
Coventry, granddaughter
& Pumpkin Patch, Rachel
her time in the Peace
for agriculture. But it was
Joyce Curtis, has an affinity
her skills as a beekeeper.
where she developed
up
Corps, from 2009–2011,
Peace Corps, she signed
extension sector in the
how
While part of the crop
and understanding of
after a growing interest
for beekeeping training
family’s farm back home.
pollinators helped her

and
Rachel joined her grandparents
as part of her
Upon her return to Champaign,
farm, taking over the beekeeping
Maggie Wachter to
parents working on the
with local master beekeeper
responsibilities. She worked
to properly winterize a
including learning how
further develop her techniques,
70% to 10%. Through
hive losses declined from
radius
hive. As a result, her annual
flora within the 3-mile
the diverse fauna and
for
these skills, and due to
harvested gallons of honey
the hives, Rachel has
foraging ground around
to take home and enjoy.
Curtis Orchard visitors
was the prize of World’s
before for her honey, it
While she’s won prizes
Research in 2017 that
the Center for Honeybee
Best Tasting Honey from
what’s available for
“We’re able to maximize
gained her the most notoriety.
to apples, peaches and
fall, from native plants
Rachel. “It’s really
bees from spring through
explains
honey,”
our
in
flavor
cherries, to get the unique
planted additional flowers
as our neighbors have
on
a community effort though,
She likes to enjoy the honey
have helped as well.”
and native plants that
creamed honey and
with yogurt, granola, tea,
peanut butter sandwiches,
of winning top prize comes
Her favorite component
of all kinds and
the honeycomb itself.
on the importance of pollinators
from educating the public
to help fight declines
of flowers and native plants
encouraging the planting
for bees despite
“Turns out I’m a doctor
in the honeybee population.
changing, and bees don’t
a scientist. It’s always
Orchard & Pumpkin
never seeing myself as
purchased from Curtis
be
can
honey
complain!” Rachel’s
20, and offseason by
from July 20–December
Patch during their season
appointment.

20

Travel Back to

fall!

The Great Pumpkin Patch
N., Arthur
1749 County Road 1900
217-543-2394
the200acres.com
is
The Great Pumpkin Patch
to see
proud to invite guests
over 300 varieties of pumpkins,
over
squash and gourds from
world;
30 countries around the
The
all grown here on our farm.
loves what
Great Pumpkin Patch
interest
they do and takes great
surroundings
beautiful
in providing
guests about
in which to educate our
premier
the Cucurbit family. Numerous
mums, various
displays, over 5,000 hardy
their love
the grounds. They exhibit
g
mazes and gardens grace
animals—featurin
but
only plants,
for diversity, through not
chickens, rabbits,
several goats, pigs, exotic
There are several
a llama and an alpaca.
on the farm
places to eat and drink
on the
and lots of entertainment
10–
weekends. Open September
October 31.
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
1356 County Road 2900
N., Rantoul | 217-893-3407
reindeerranch.com
offers a
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
and old
unique attraction for young
in the pines,
alike. Pick a pumpkin
gift shop,
browse through the quaint
out the mysteries
kiss
try your luck at figuring
maze, and most importantly,
of the 10-acre Cornfusion
December,
From November through
a real Alaskan reindeer!
into a Christmas
the reindeer ranch is transformed
gone by with a
is reminiscent of days
The
wonderland. The store
lights and wonderful smells.
pot-bellied stove, twinkling
“Wild West”
facility is available for a
banquet
style
western
packages
roast. Group entertainment
BBQ or outdoor weenie
er; call for seasonal
are available. Open August–Decemb
hours.

Aikman Wildlife Adventure

Amish Country

the
it’s often difficult to find
In a fast-paced world,
enjoy life’s simple pleasures
time to slow down and
peaceful moments
all around us. Those modest,
road
be found just down the
that often elude us can
oldest and largest Amish
in Arthur, home to the
settlement in Illinois.
you’ll begin to get a sense
welcome
As you approach Arthur,
and old will
by
young
road
Adventure
the
both
on
Kids
Wildlife
be joined
Aikman
petting area.
of the lifestyle as you’ll
that spans
425 E., Arcola
buggies, and you’ll catch
125 N. County Road
enjoy crossing the footbridge
om
numerous horse-drawn
Prairie
miniature duck pond.
bikes parked outside the
farm’s
217-268-3500 | aikmanwildlife.c
of
the
dozens
of
driveand
sightings
is a wildlife
programs
scattered across the
Aikman Wildlife Adventure
Farm also offers educational
locally-owned businesses
can get up close
Open Memorial Day
through park where you
private party services.
landscape.
you’ve only seen
Daily 1:00–7:00
and personal with animals
through Labor Day; Hours:
or on television.
ride and some
down, as you take in this
behind fencing at a zoo
p.m.; FREE (fee for trolley
You’ll immediately slow
to see and take
heading into downtown
You’ll have the opportunity
programs)
change of pace before
out of your vehicle
businesses reside to welcome
pictures of animals right
Creamery, LLC
Arthur, where various
long path through
Prairie Fruits Farm &
Collective for hand-made
while you drive the 1-mile
Champaign
you. Shop the Vine Street
4410 N. Lincoln Ave.,
or stop in Yoder’s Lamps,
the park.
items from local artisans,
217-643-2314 | prairiefruits.com
for one of the largest
is Illinois’ first
Antiques & Collectibles
Green Meadow Farm
primitives
Prairie Fruits Farm & Creamery
hand tools, collectibles,
facility. Visit this
N., Arthur
antique
200
of
making
Road
displays
cheese
County
the
48
farmstead
in Dick’s Pharmacy for
“Animal Welfare
and much more. Stop
217-543-4192
farm and learn about their
the 1930s.
a local family owned
their farmstead &
original soda fountain from
Green Meadow Farm is
Approved” Goat Dairy,
goat dairy farm.
delicious, awardbeen a
and operated Grade A
artisan cheeses. Sample
While farming has always
Monday through
cheese and their
The farm store is open
winning varieties of goat
significant part of the Amish
u-pick
purchase goat’s
offers
can
farm
you
The
where
have
gelato.
Saturday,
goat milk
culture, other industries
Green Meadow
season (late July
milk, cheese and yogurt.
peaches and apples in
arisen such as woodworking,
or covered wagon
in during
quilting, and
Farms also offers buggy
through September). Drop
cabinet-making,
arm
F
Saturday.
goats, walk
rides Wednesday through
open hours to see the
baking. The Amish maintain
meals in an Amish
farm
in
tours and home cooked
the grounds and purchase
a level of craftsmanship
Group tours
Stand.”
Real
reservation.
a
“The
keeps
require
from
home
products
all of their work that
products
to
welcome.
The farm store features
their community thriving
practice
you explore the
from nearby farms that
As
day.
this
Pollinatarium
Prairie Fruits
find
Urbana
sustainable agriculture.
outskirts of town, you’ll
Country Amish
606 W. Windsor Rd.,
offers additional
their goods,
Farm & Creamery also
Furniture
various homes selling
life.illinois.edu/pollinatarium
with its Dinners
rugs.
Pollinatarium is the
food events in season
from baked pies to handmade
The University of Illinois
is a working farm,
science center in
on the Farm series. This
such as Das Holz Haus,
first free-standing service
change with the
Shops of woodworkers,
flowering plants and
can be found
and events and activities
Guild,
and
Woodwright
hours
the nation devoted to
for
a member of the
in the midst
seasons. Check their website
with stunning furniture
their pollinators. Its location
3:00–6:00 p.m.; Fri
throughout the countryside
together flowers
activities. Hours: Wed
of the Arboretum brings
on display.
1:00–4:00
Sat–Sun
cabinetry
and
p.m.;
conceptually.
a.m.–6:00
and
11:00
and pollinators physically
to world events
p.m.
for visiting Amish Country:
Changing exhibits relate
There are a few reminders
on pollinators. Guests
on Sunday, out of respect
and ongoing research
Sundrop Alpacas
all businesses are closed
equipment, see
Bement
Amish faith, do not take
can explore beekeeping
656 E. 1000 North Rd.,
for the members of the
play interactive
and be watchful of
live demonstrations and
sundropalpacas.com
photographs of their likeness, bicycles, and farm
depends on
started in 2014 with
buggies,
games. Because so much
Sundrop Alpaca Farm
the many horse-drawn
is dedicated
alpaca business
through Amish country.
pollination, the UI Pollinatarium
the intent of enjoying the
implements as you drive
to their children.
and appreciation
are probably moving slower
to increasing awareness
while teaching responsibility
Keep in mind that they
ecological
solid foundation
of pollination as a remarkable
They’ve started with a
than you think.
ecosystem
high quality with the
partnership and an essential p.m.,
herd of animals, each
personalities.
tour of Amish Country?
distinct
service. Hours: Sat, 1:30–4:30 FREE
Looking to have a guided
bonus of delightful and
with experienced, local
only.
Alpaca Yarn and
weekdays by appointment
Come explore Amish culture
Purchase their handspun
well versed in the history,
other Alpaca locally
are
with
who
along
hats
step-on-guides
alpaca
with
Prairie Farm
this unique part of Illinois
their website or at
religion, and lifestyle of
made products through
suit the
2202 W. Kirby Ave., Champaignistrict.com
miss their Alpaca
customizable tours to
ACM Tours. They offer
their on-farm store. Don’t
Visit
217-398-2583 | champaignparkd
in September
of each and every group.
farm animals
needs and preferences
Farm Days the last weekend
Prairie Farm features traditional
animals!
more.
cows, goats,
acmtour.com to learn
to meet these personable
such as sheep, pigs, horses,
geese. Visitors are
chickens, ducks, and

Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch

It’s All About thetheAnimals
kiss of a reindeer are
braying of a goat and the

A glimpse at our wildlife,
of all ages.
alighting a smile on faces
true moments of wonder,
in the
to pet the farm’s animals

ry
/visitchampaign :: #outsideofordina

:: 800.369.6151
visitchampaigncounty.org
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The 2017–2018 Visitors Guide was released in August to coincide with the
new University of Illinois academic year. This year’s publication puts a heavy
focus on the culinary scene of the greater Champaign County area, fresh off
our win as the Midwest Living Greatest Midwest Food Town. It also features
a new set of makers, from artist Kelly Heironymus to the fine craftsmanship
of Schrock’s Woodworking in Arthur. The guide enhanced its photography
of various attractions, events and businesses thanks to local photographers,
Sam Logan and Scott Wells, who could be seen all around town this past
year capturing photos for Visit Champaign County. 70,000 copies of the
guide will be distributed at various welcome centers around the community,
at the Travel Information Centers along Illinois Interstates, at local hotels and
businesses, as well as through our website and in response to advertising.

TOP

Social Media
POSTS

Twitter—Moana at Memorial Stadium, 5 Retweets, 28 Likes, 10.7K impressions
Facebook—Hopscotch Bakery Live Video, 4,693 views, 31 shares, 332 reactions 10.2K Reach
Instagram—Solar Eclipse, 185 likes, 1640 impressions

“

I had a remarkable evening in Champaign last night. It included
a movie at 70 mm movie at the Virginia Theatre, someone giving
me quarters for my parking meter, someone giving me a 10-minute
summary of where I should go today, a meal that was 5-star at
Miga and a seat at the Roger Ebert statue with plenty of people
offering to take a photo for me. I had to pinch myself everyone
was so friendly. All extremely Outside of Ordinary!”—Carrie Lannon,
Tourism Summit Keynote Speaker

“The City of Kenscoff, Haiti wants to thank you for the warm
welcome our delegation received from you and your institution
during our visit to Champaign Illinois from September 18thSeptember 26th. We appreciate your time for sharing with us all
the great development in your community. Seeing your passion
for your work and your community gave us hope that we will
bring major changes with our own community.” —Mayor Nadal

READER RESPONSE FROM ADVERTISING
1st QTR
383
Visit Champaign County advertises in various publications with
lead generation campaigns that result in direct requests for
information on Champaign County.

STORY COVERAGE
1st QTR
Placements

54

MEDIA CONTACTS

Estime, City of Kenscoff, Haiti

1st QTR
Releases Sent 3
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VISITCHAMPAIGNCOUNTY.ORG

WEB STATISTICS & FIGURES

WEBSITE REPORT

TOP VISITED PAGES

64,399 Visits
41,335 Visits from Mobile Device
128,662 Page Views
71.77% New Visits
01:55 Avg. Length of Visit

Calendar of Events
Champaign County Fair
Top Weekends to Plan a Trip Blog
Things To Do
CU Pride Festival

VISIT CHAMPAIGN COUNTY PARTNERS
FOUNDING PARTNERS
City of Champaign

PLATINUM PARTNERS
University of Illinois

GOLD PARTNERS

Busey :: Champaign County
City of Urbana :: Village of Savoy

SILVER PARTNERS

Illinois American Water :: Parkland College
Village of Rantoul

BRONZE PARTNERS

Carle :: Village of Mahomet :: Village of St. Joseph
Urbana Park District

REGIONAL PARTNERS
Allerton Park & Retreat Center
Monticello Chamber of Commerce :: Arthur Tourism Council

HOTEL PARTNERS

ORANGE PARTNERS: Best Western Monticello Gateway Inn
Eastland Suites & Conference Center :: Hawthorn Suites by
Wyndham :: Hilton Garden Inn :: Hyatt Place :: I Hotel &
Conference Center :: Illini Union Hotel
BLUE PARTNERS: Best Western Paradise Inn :: Candlewood
Suites :: Comfort Suites :: Country Inn & Suites :: Courtyard by
Marriott :: Drury Inn & Suites :: Fairfield Inn & Suites
Hampton Inn :: Holiday Inn Express :: Home2 Suites by Hilton
Homewood Suites :: LaQuinta :: Ramada Inn :: Residence
Inn by Marriott :: TownePlace Suites by Marriott :: Wingate by
Wyndham
For information on our Tourism Industry Partner Program and
how you can support our mission visit:
visitchampaigncounty.org/partners

Visit Champaign County Foundation Charter Partners

SOCIAL MEDIA
4,641 Followers
5,317 Followers
2,823 Followers

OUR MISSION

Advance the overall visitor destination experience for the greater
Champaign County area, in collaboration with community stakeholders,
to strengthen the local economy and quality of life.

2017–2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Shayla Maatuka, Chair, Dodd & Maatuka
Rob Kowalski, Vice Chair, City of Champaign
Bryan Snodgrass, Treasurer, Busey
Jayne DeLuce, Secretary (ex-officio), Visit Champaign County
Laura Weisskopf Bleill, University of Illinois Research Park
Angie Brix, Champaign City Council
Mike DeLorenzo, University of Illinois
Richard Helton, Village of Savoy
Jesse Hines, Horve Hospitality Management
Natalie Kenny-Marquez, City of Urbana
Max Mitchell, Champaign County Board
Annie Murray, Pear Tree Estate
Derek Peterson, Allerton Park & Retreat Center
Tracey Pettigrew, CU Mass Transit District
Jody Quiram, Gordyville USA
Dennis Robertson, Market Place Shopping Center

VISIT CHAMPAIGN COUNTY TEAM

217.351.4133 | 17 E. Taylor St., Champaign, IL 61820

Jayne DeLuce, President & CEO
Terri Reifsteck, Vice President of Marketing
Leah Longueville, Director of Sales
Ryan Reid, Assistant Director of Sales
Cody Dees, Community Relations Manager
Jen Peddycoart, Office Manager
Leslie Lundy, Finance Manager
Brooke Mayer, Customer Service Assistant

Adams Outdoor Advertising* :: Don & Suzi Armstrong of Northwestern Mutual* :: BankChampaign* :: Barefoot Lizard, Inc.* :: BPC* :: Carter’s Furniture*
Champaign Park District :: Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District* :: ciLiving from WCIA* :: Clifton Larson Allen* :: Cozad Asset Management* :: Jayne & Joe
DeLuce* :: Marci Dodds* :: The Downey Group* :: Farnsworth Group* :: First State Bank* :: FRASCA International* :: Gordyville USA* :: Hickory Point Bank & Trust*
:: Illini Fire Service LLC* :: Rob & Jennifer Kowalski :: Market Place Shopping Center :: Martin, Hood, Friese & Associates* :: Martin One Source* :: McDonald’s*
Midland States Bank* :: The News-Gazette, Inc.* :: Pear Tree Estate :: RE/MAX Realty Associates* :: Robeson Family Benefit Fund* :: David B. Sholem of Meyer Capel
Law Offices* University of Illinois Community Credit Union* :: UpClose Marketing & Printing* :: Urbana’s Market at the Square* :: V. Picasso/Willow Creek Farm*
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*2016 Charter Partner

